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Our Changing Liturgy 6
The New Translation – ‘The Word of the Lord’

At the end of the readings and the Gospel at Mass, we are 
used to hearing ‘This is the Word of the Lord’; ‘This is the 
Gospel of the Lord’. 

In the new translation, the words ‘This is’ are now left out 
and we will hear ‘The Word of the Lord’ and ‘The Gospel of 
the Lord’. One of the reasons is that the Latin does not 
include ‘This is’. 

But there is more to it than that. If the priest or deacon lifts 
the book and says ‘This is’, it can suggest that he is talking 
about the book itself. In fact, he is talking about the Word of 
God - which is alive and active. 

The words at the end of the readings are announcing a 
great event. They are telling us that God has spoken; that 
Christ is present. We respond ‘Thanks be to God’, or ‘Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ’ which is our acknowledgement 
that what we have heard is, indeed, the Word of God. 

For more about the Word of the Lord, see ‘Verbum Domini’ 
by Pope  Benedict XVI, available on line at 
http://tinyurl.com/verbum-domini 
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