Church of Our Lady of The Assumption Beeston

Minutes of the Parish Pastoral Council Meeting

30th November 2011 – 8.25pm, Hall

Present
Fr Ephraim Nwachukwu
Parish Priest



Alan Horgan


Chair



Ruth Marlowe



Jack Walton



John Wabukenda



Ann Currie



David Aldred



Jim Lowe

Absent
Anna Jones



Rebekah Smith



Barbara Kildear

Apologies
Helen Goodham



Kieran O’Connor

· 8.25pm - Opening prayer

Father opened the meeting with a prayer.

· Thanks

Father thanked the PPC for their work, especially his 50th birthday party. Alan notified the meeting that Kieran O’Connor had resigned as a member of the PPC

· Future PPC meetings

Father felt we needed regular PPC meetings so the following dated were agreed; 7th March, 13th June, 12th September, 5th December – all at 8pm in the hall.

· Children’s Christmas Party Weds 14th December

Children’s party planned for Friday 16th December clashes with Bridge Club party on the same evening. Suggested Father ask Deacon Anthony to move the children’s party to Weds 14th December 5.30pm-7.30pm (ages 5-11), 7.30pm-9.30pm (older teens).

· Parish Christmas Party Sat 17th December

David and Ruth will co-host as Jack & Marianne are away that weekend. Social Committee will be contacted. Jack to speak with Karin Williams about doing a singing slot as last year. Shared drink and food table. Father’s sound system. Jack to make announcement at masses.

· Parish Calendar

Father asked for PPC attendance at four main parish events; Pastoral Feast, Foundation Day, Parish Retreat, Parish Christmas Party. Ruth will speak with SVP regarding summer tea, which was very successful last summer. Discussion followed on merits of notice boards and their location.

· Parish Cultural Exchange
Multicultural social event planned for Saturday October 13th 2012, immediately following evening mass, in the hall. Opportunity for visiting parishioners to share their culture (food, music, dress) with the parish. Map showing the homelands of visitors will be provided. To emphasise the catholicity of the Church. Discuss nearer the time.

· Oversight tasks for PPC

Father asked each PPC member to produce an update on specific areas of parish life for each PPC meeting as follows:

1. Communication – website, notice boards, newsletter, Joyful Hope Magazine = David Aldred.

2. Hall – maintenance and booking = Jim Lowe

3. Evangelisation & Sacramental Formation – baptisms, 1st communion, confirmation = Alan Horgan

4. Church and Liturgy – readers, servers, security, choir = Alan Horgan

5. Church Groups = Ruth Marlowe

6. Parish Property and Maintenance = Anne Currie

7. Finance = Deacon Anthony 

8. Youth = Deacon Anthony

9. Outreach = Deacon Anthony

10. Sacristan = Care of the sanctuary and visiting priests = John Wabukenda

· Diocesan Restructuring

Diocesan publication “Living Stones” was distributed which laid out plans for the merging of various parishes in the light of reduced priest numbers over the next 20 years or so. David will produce a parish questionnaire on strengths and weaknesses of our parish to aid this consultative process.

· Any Other Business.

Jack said the Parish needs names and faces of the PPC on a notice board somewhere so people know whom to contact, and asked PPC to send digital photo to the parish office. 

David reminded us that the parish census form needs to be completed on-line or hard copy.

· 9.45pm - Closing Prayer 

